
 

MINUTES
This Friday, January 25, 2019 marks the end of quarter 2. 
Students should be sure that they have made up all 
assessments and assignments to finish the term. With 
quarter 3 beginning on Monday, January 28, 2019, 
students should check their schedules so that they 
know their new exploratory classes. 

Congratulations to all our National Geographic Bee 
contestants and a thank you to Mr. Cardoso and Mr. 
Doran for organizing and running the bee.   Special 
congratulations to runner-up Michael Borelli and to 
winner Kendall Poulin.  Kendall won last year as well 
and is now preparing for the next level of the national 
competition. 

Congratulations are also in order to eighth grader 
Nolan Hurley, whom I selected as this year’s Project 351 
Ambassador from Norwell.   Project 351 is an 
“organization that unites an eighth grade Ambassador 
from each of the 351 cities and towns in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for a transformative 
year of leadership development, enrichment, and 
impact.”   The students joined together for a day of 
community building and service on Saturday, January 

19, 2019.  They will then return to their communities to 
share and put into action what they learned by 
completing a service project.  I look forward to hearing 
about Nolan’s day of service and his plans for a service 
project. 

I want to also congratulate NMS faculty members 
Jennifer Whitt and Lynn Laffan.   In December Big Y 
announced that they were offering grants for $10,000 
for positive school initiatives.  Mrs. Whitt and Mrs. Laffan 
put together a grant to purchase audiobooks which 
included research on how audiobooks support 
students’ literacy.  They found out last week that they 
won the grant and are now excited to begin 
purchasing and sharing the audiobooks with NMS 
students. 

Have a great MLK, Jr. day and dream about (and put 
into action) how you can make the world a better 
place like Martin Luther King, Jr. did. 

As always, thank you, have a great week, and be kind, 

-Mr. Sulc

WEEKLY

A Few Words from the Principal

January 21 
MLK, Jr. Day - No School 

January 25 
Tend of Term 2 

January 31 
Early Release Day 

February 1 
6th Grade Read Aloud Day 
Term 2 Report Cards Posted 

Click HERE to view events at all 
Norwell schools.
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The community service club is holding its annual “Souper Bowl” can drive for 
the Norwell Food Pantry. From January 22 to February 1, each homeroom will 
collect as many cans of food or items as possible during these two weeks.  The 
homeroom in each grade with the greatest amount of cans/items wins a 
trophy.    Let’s see if the winning homerooms from last year will be able to keep 
their trophies.  Good Luck! Go Patriots. The items below are items that the 
Pantry most needs:  

We hope to get all NMS students involved in helping others in our community.

Canned meat 
Canned fruit/juices 
Canned stew/chili 
Chunky soup  
Spaghetti sauce 

Boxed meals 
Pasta/Mac & cheese 
Rice 
Cereal/Breakfast Bars 
Peanut Butter 

Paper Goods 
Personal Hygiene items 
Cleaning supplies 
Diapers and wipes 
Baby Food

2019 Geography Bee

Congratulations to the winner, Kendall Poulin and the runner up, Michael Borelli!

https://www.norwellschools.org/domain/635
https://www.norwellschools.org/domain/635
http://www.project351.org/
http://www.project351.org/
http://www.project351.org/
http://www.project351.org/
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AGENDAS & DIRECTORIES      
• Click HERE to order an NMS agenda or directory.  You can 

pay for a directory or agenda online via PayPal. 
  

SUPPORTING THE PTO 
• Click HERE to keep informed of PTO happenings via 

Facebook. 
• Thanks to everyone who has paid their dues.  NWL Decals 

will be sent home with your child. Dues can still be paid by 
clicking HERE.

P ! T ! O   notes
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Counselor’s
Nassir Ghaemi, MD, professor of Psychiatry 
at Tufts University, has done some 
interesting research on the impact of 
social media on depression, anxiety, and 
suicidality in teens and young adults. Click 
here to read about some of his work and 
watch a brief video by Dr. Ghaemi on the 
topic. As always, feel free to reach out to 
the school counselors (Mrs. Sifflard and/or 
Mrs. Sailer) with any concerns you may 
have about the impact of social media on 
your child or others. 

Don’t Miss Out! 
Order Your Yearbook Now! 

Click HERE to order your middle 
school yearbook. Yearbooks, 
which include all middle school 
students, are presently being sold 
for $30.  The price will increase 
after February 1st. Yearbooks will 
be distributed in June. To ensure 
you get one, order your yearbook 
in advance.

• NMS BOOK DRIVE: Donate your gently 
used middle grade books to Norwell 
Middle School. These donations will be 
put into classroom libraries for students to 
access independently. Collection bins 
are in front of the office. 

• MARCH BOOK MADNESS: There is a little 
over a month left before the MBM voting 
begins.  How many of the 16 books have 
you read?

(For the    of Reading)

Comprehension Conversations 
-with Mrs. Whit 

This week we will move beyond the “within the text”/ 
literal comprehension and look at ways we can get 
readers thinking “beyond the text.” This is a deeper level 
of thinking that often extends beyond the pages of a 
book. “Beyond the text” questions, push readers to use 
higher level reasoning to predict, make connections, 
synthesize, draw conclusions, determine importance and 
infer. Al l of these ski l l s are imperative to the 
comprehension of complex texts that readers encounter 
in middle school. Some questions that lead to “beyond 
the text” comprehension include: 

• How did (the character) feel? Why did they feel that way?  
• What does (vocabulary word) mean? What clues from the 

text helped you figure that out?  
• Explain the ways the character(s) changed in this story.  
• What did the character learn in the story?  
• How did the characters feel at the climax? How about at the 

end of the story? Why did they feel that way?  
• What is the most important thing about _____? What does the 

writer say that makes you think that?  
• What is a question that you still have about _?  
• Why do you think ___ really wanted ___?  
• What do you think ___ was really thinking?  
• What lesson did the character learn?  
• What kind of person was ___? How do you know? 
• What was the most important idea? Why? 
• What caused the problem in the story? 
• How are ___ and ___ the same? (or different) 

Next week we w i l l exp lo re the f ina l lens o f 
comprehension, “about the text”.

This week we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.   In honor of his work, it will be "No Name-Calling 
Week" at Norwell Middle School.   We ask you to do your best to avoid put-downs, even with your friends 
for four days, both online and in person.   

We would also like to announce the beginning of a club to support the work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s 
vision to create a safer school for all students.   On Monday, January 28 in 208 room, Mrs. Zych and Mr. 
Fraser will be hosting the first meeting of the Norwell Middle School GSA from 2 pm to 2:45 pm.  This club 
is intended to provide a safe and supportive environment where students and staff can work together 
as a community to fight against discrimination towards anyone's gender identity or sexual orientation. 

For more information about GSA, please click HERE.

http://www.doe.mass.edu/sfs/lgbtq/Principles-SafeEnvironment.html
http://www.norwellschools.org/nms
http://nmspto.org/
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